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Welcome  

Aloha - 

 

Thank you for your interest in Mauna Loa Helicopters and helicopter training programs.   The 

school is on three of the pristine tropical islands of Hawaii.  Here youôll find favorable weather 

conditions for nearly 365 flyable days per year, scenic valleys, expansive beaches, exotic rain 

forests, offshore operations, challenging mountain and ridge flyingéeven an erupting volcano. 

Hawaii has it all.  

 

The cross country flights are conducted between airports, designated landing areas and between 

the various islands.  During your training, you will have opportunities to practice bush, rugged 

terrain, mountain and ridgeline landings.  Night flight training is included in our private and 

commercial pilot courses.  We work to offer the amenities of larger helicopter flight schools 

and yet maintain the personal level of instruction that makes smaller schools so special. 

 

Our experienced instructors are the greatest asset of Mauna Loa Helicopters.  They are profes-

sionals who attend annual recurrency training and take great pride in assuring that each student 

receives the individual attention needed to become a professional helicopter pilot. 

 

Mauna Loa Helicopters is an FAA Part 141 approved school ensuring structured and efficient 

flight training.  We are authorized by U.S. Immigration to issue I-20 forms to foreign students 

to obtain M-1 student visas.  Mauna Loa Helicopters is a VA approved school. 

 

Please write, e-mail, fax or call if you have questions.  

We will be glad to assist you in any way we can.   

I hope to fly with you soon in paradise! 

              

Sincerely, 

     

 

 

Ben Fouts, President 
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Highlights of Training  

Private through ATP courses 

Professional Pilot Program 

FAA Part 141 approved flight 

school 

Accredited by  the ACCSC 

Federal Loans available  

VA approved 

M-1 and F-1 visas for             

international students 

Job placement assistance 

Individual instruction 

Training atmosphere from sea 

level to 13,000 feet 

Uncontrolled to Class B airspace 

FAA approved helicopter flight 

simulators 

Night Vision Goggle Course 

External load training Course 

Examiners on staff 

Diverse training environment 

Low-stress school setting 

Student housing available 

Offshore operations experience 

Great flying weather nearly    

365 days a year 

Comfortable climate 

Three locations to choose from 

Some of the best beaches and 

waterfalls on the planet 
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Professional Pilot Program  

 

Our Professional Pilot Program consists of five ratings and certificates: Private, Commercial, 

Instrument, Certified Flight Instructor and Certified Instrument Instructor.  Pilots graduate with 

about 200 hours total flight time.  Mauna Loa Helicopters offers two timelines for the Profes-

sional Pilot Program: students enrolled in the full time program are given 12 months for com-

pletion; students enrolled in the part time program are given 24 months to complete their train-

ing.   

 

The Professional Pilot Program at 

Mauna Loa Helicopters helps you 

qualify for your first job instructing 

at flight schools operating the Rob-

inson R-22s and R-44s.  Once 

youôve had an  opportunity to in-

struct for a year or two and log 

1000 Pilot In Command hours of 

flight time, youôll be eligible for 

many jobs throughout the industry.  

The following are average hours 

and average costs.  Please note that 

some students may require more 

instruction and some less. 

 

Estimated  

Training Costs  

 

200 flight hours  
 (175 R-22/ 25 R-44) 

30 simulator hours 

270 ground training hours 

Average total cost:  $90,000 

 

Average cost includes books, exam 

fees, and applicable state tax, but 

does not include living expenses  

or transportation costs.   
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Individual Courses  

   

 individual courses offered at MLH:  

 
 

Private (PVT) 

Commercial (COM) 

Certified Flight Instructor 

(CFI) 

Instrument (IFR) 

Certified Flight Instrument      

         Instructor (CFI-I) 

Night Vision Goggle course 

(NVG) 

External Load course (133) 

Airline Transport Pilot 

(ATP) 
 

ñMy training at Mauna 
Loa Helicopters was an 
awesome experience. I 
came here from Switzer-
land without any 
knowledge about flying at 
all, and I wasn't really 
sure if I would be able to 
make it. But now I have 
my private pilot's license, 
I still can't   believe it!ò 
     ~ Beatrix Koch                                                                                                                                      
     Former student 
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NVG and External Load Courses  

We are proud to offer Night Vision Goggle course (NVG)  in collaboration with Night Flight 

Concepts, the industryôs highly respected provider of night vision goggles, training and mainte-

nance. The Mauna Loa NVG course provides in-depth academic curriculum and operational 

flight training in order to increase safety, situational awareness, 

and mission operation capabilities during night flight.  

   

The training course encompass the most up-to-date technology, 

information, techniques, and procedures for implementing NVGs 

in new or pre-existing aviation pro-

grams. The four-day NVG course, 

designed to address the requirements 

of law enforcement agencies, air 

medical/rescue services, military or-

ganizations, and government task force agencies, comprises 16 

hours of ground school and six hours of NVG flight training. The 

cost is $8,300.   

 

 

Mauna Loa seeks to give you the tools you 

need to become a success in whatever heli-

copter career path you choose. Our 141 ex-

ternal load course provides training for the 

utility oriented pilot through a combination 

of ground instruction and flight instruction. 

The course comprises 10 hours of ground 

instruction and 15 hours of flight instruction.  

The ground instruction consists of training 

in the preflight of aircraft and equipment 

(lines, remote hook, swivel, nets, etc.), load 

description, delivery area, and mission pa-

rameters.  The flight portion of the training 

employs a 100ô line and focuses on training 

needed to be a successful utility pilot. The two week course costs $9,800.  NoteðMLH can 

provide training under part 61 and tailor a shorter course specific to your needs.  Please contact 

us with your training request. 

External Load Course  
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Helicopter training schools 

generally quote training prices 

based on the minimum num-

ber of hours required by the 

CFR, or Code of Federal Reg-

ulations. While itôs possible to 

complete the various courses 

within the minimums, most 

people require more flight 

hours to complete their train-

ing.  Variables include how 

frequently you train, how ded-

icated you are to your course 

of study, how often you fly 

the more expensive  

R-44, whether or not you  

include additional training 

such as External Load or 

NVG courses, and other fac-

tors.  

 

There are no secrets in pricing 

the R-22 and R-44: operation-

al costs and fuel costs are 

pretty much standard across 

the country. Mauna Loaôs 

pricing is equal to or less than 

most reputable flight schools. 

You may find a lower hourly 

rate quoted elsewhere but  

often these rates incorporate 

other fees and expenses. You 

will not find any hidden fees 

at a Mauna Loa Helicopters 

Training School.  Additional 

expenses you can anticipate 

include books and supplies, 

medical exam and written test 

expenses and, flight examina-

tion fees. 

A note about pricing  
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Financing Options  

At Mauna Loa Helicopters we try to be very up front about cost. We believe that it is beneficial to 

the student if they know the real costs in advance and are not surprised later.  

Helicopter pilot training is an expensive undertaking and getting your financing can be tricky, but 

do not be discouraged, we will do everything we can to help. We don't require payment in full 

prior to your training. You can pay as you go or set up an account. However, we do strongly rec-

ommend that you have your finances secured before starting school. We work with several organ-

izations to provide funding for students who qualify. Here are some avenues to consider:  

 

Å Federal Loans ï Mauna Loa is proud to be the first independent helicopter school in the coun-

try able to offer federal financial aid to their students. Independent students can qualify for up to 

approximately $5,000 in federal loans.  Dependent students who qualify for the Parent Plus Loan 

can borrow up to the full tuition cost for the Professional Pilot Program.  For more information on 

applying for student loans contact MLH at (808) 334-0234. 

 

Å Sallie Mae -- The Sallie Mae Smart Option Student Loan is a great option for MLH students. 

With the Smart Option Student Loan, students reduce their total loan cost by making affordable 

interest payments while theyôre in school, saving students hundreds, even thousands. Mauna 

Loa's School Code for Sallie Mae is 605360. Sallie Mae can be reached at (888) 272-5543.  
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Additional Financing Options  

 

ÅAOPA -- The Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) offers a loan to its members 

through its affiliated partner, MBNA America Bank. Repayment terms are up to five years. 

Loans may be used for any flight training expense including aircraft rental, instruction, books, 

supplies and so forth. For more information, go to AOPA.org/info/flynow or call MBNA Bank 

at (800) 882-8648. 

 

Å Pilot Finance, Inc. -- Pilot Finance offers loans that are limited only by the borrowerôs in-

come, debt and credit record. The interest rate can be higher than what is offered by Sallie Mae, 

but Pilot Finance is occasionally more accommodating with loan requests. Several of our stu-

dents have had good success with Pilot Finance and they are pretty quick with the paperwork. 

To apply online, go to PilotFinance.com, or call (800) 667-0201       

 

Å Utah Valley University (UVU) -- MLH is affiliated with UVUôs Global Aviation Degree 

Program, which means you can earn a two- or four-year degree while learning to fly with Mau-

na Loa Helicopters. You will attend classes online while concurrently attending flight and 

ground school with Mauna Loa Helicopters. It is a bit more of a work load on the student, but if 

a degree is a part of your goal and/or you are having 

trouble financing, UVU may be right for you. The 

best part is UVUôs financial assistance program. You 

can apply online for financial aid (and scholarships) at 

UVUAviation.com or by calling (888) 901-7192. 

Since you are working towards a degree now, you are 

eligible for scholarships. A great scholarship resource 

is Fastweb.com  

Å Alaska Advantage Program -- This is a unique op-

portunity for Alaska residents only. The AK Ad-

vantage Program offers loans of $6,000 per certificate/

rating starting after the Private Pilot License. This 

would be a total of $24,000 available for the last four certificates and rating (COM, IFR, CFI, 

CFII) we provide to students enrolled in our professional pilot program. Funds may be used for 

anything school related including books, supplies, food, housing, and travel expenses. An addi-

tional $6,000 can be borrowed for pilots seeking their ATP certificate. Residents should not ap-

ply until they have obtained their Private Pilotôs License. Their website is Alaskad-

vantage.state.ak.us/ or  (800) 441-2962  or (907) 465-2962 in Juneau. 

Å Helicopter Foundation International -- This organization offers a variety of scholarships for 

helicopter pilot and technician training, as well as pilot resources, mentoring programs, educa-

tional seminars, internships, and more. Visit their website at http://helicopterfoundation.org/ 

http://www.aopa.org/info/flynow
http://www.pilotfinance.com/
http://www.uvuaviation.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://alaskadvantage.state.ak.us/
http://alaskadvantage.state.ak.us/
http://helicopterfoundation.org/

