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MAUNA L.oA HELICOPTERS






73-310 U’u Street, Kailua-Kona Hawaii 96740 ~ Tel. (808) 334-0234 Fax (808) 334-0191

www.MaunaLoaHelicopters.com

Aloha 
Thank you for your interest in our company and helicopter training programs.  We hope the following information will answer all of your questions.

Mauna Loa Helicopters conducts flight training and aerial photography operations on the Big Island of Hawaii, The Honolulu International Airport and Lihue airport on Kauai.  We believe that Hawaii offers the best infrastructure for flight training; more convenient flight practice areas, less congested airspace, more favorable weather conditions and best of all, one of the most dynamic training environments on the planet.

Hawaii’s unique environment, which includes high mountains up to 13,796ft/4,200 meters, active volcanoes, constantly changing weather conditions and busy airspace, (Honolulu International Airport is one of the busiest in the US) is not only the perfect place to get your helicopter pilot training, but also makes your stay an unforgettable experience.  

The weather in Hawaii is excellent for year round training.  No doubt, Hawaii offers the best climate in the U.S.A.  You don’t have to put up with the extreme heat of states like Arizona, or the high humidity of the eastern and southern states which makes your flight training uncomfortable.  Also, our flight operations are not restricted by fog which is very common around the west coast.  The average daily temperature in Kona is 85 degrees F (30 degrees C) during summer months and 75 degrees F (24 degrees C) during the winter season.  Never too hot and certainly not cold. . .

The cross country flights are conducted between Airports, designated landing areas and also between neighbor islands (Maui, Lanai, Molokai, and Oahu) which will give you experience in offshore operations.  During your training, you will have many opportunities to practice bush, rugged terrain, mountain, and ridgeline landings.  Night flight training is included in our private/commercial pilot courses.  We are one of the few schools that can offer Instrument, Instrument Instructor and Airline Transport Pilot Courses as well as External load training.  With financing available for all courses, we have all the amenities of the largest helicopter flight schools, and yet maintain the personal level of instruction that makes smaller schools so special.

Our experienced instructors are the greatest asset to Mauna Loa Helicopters.  They are all professionals who attend annual recurrent training and take great pride in assuring that each student receives the individual attention needed to become a Professional Helicopter Pilot.

Mauna Loa Helicopters, is an FAA Part 141 approved school ensuring structured and efficient flight training.  We are authorized by the U.S. Immigration to issue I-20 forms to foreign students to obtain M-1 student visas.

Besides the training, we offer our career-minded students job assistance, which from your first day is designed to give you an insight into the aviation industry.  An industry which you will come to realize is very small and close knit.  Mauna Loa Helicopters prefers to hire its Instructor graduates, depending on the school’s demand at the time and also on the individual’s performance and professionalism.  In any case we will help you in any way we can find your first flying job.
Dormitory style student housing is available at our Kona location for $415 per month with a $400 deposit.  Please call for availability.  We do not require full payment in advance as many schools do.  You may set up an account or pay as you go. Our training programs are conducted on an individual basis, and as your schedule permits.  The school is open seven days a week and you may train as quickly or leisurely as you wish.  

Please write, email fax or call if you have any more questions.  We will be glad to assist you in any way we can.  Hope to fly with you soon in Paradise!

Sincerely,

Ben Fouts
President 
Website:

www.maunaloahelicopters.com


Email:

maunaloaheli@cs.com
Mauna Loa Flight Training Summary
1. Examiner on Staff

2. Financing available

3. M-1 visas for international students

4. Private through ATP courses

5. 365 days a year flying weather

6. Individual instruction

7. Training environment from Sea Level to 13,000 ft.

8. Experienced instructors

9. Job placement program

10. Some of the best beaches on the planet!
PROGRAM AND COST INFORMATION

The Professional Pilot Program at Mauna Loa Helicopters includes the following ratings and certifications in helicopters:


Private (PVT)


Commercial (COM)


Instrument (IFR)


Certified Flight Instructor (CFI)


Certified Flight Instrument Instructor (CFII)

The Professional Pilot Program at Mauna Loa Helicopters helps you qualify for your first job instructing at a flight school operating the Robinson R22s and R44s, and from there into the industry as a professional pilot.**  The following are average hours and average cost; please note that some students may require more instruction and some less.

200 flight hours (175 R22/ 25 R44)

30 simulator hours*

120 ground training hours

Average total cost:  $67,000***

*Simulator time that exceeds 30 hours will be given at no charge.

** Please note: MLH does not guarantee employment. 

*** Average cost includes books, exam fees, and applicable state tax, but does not include, living expenses, or transportation costs.  

HOURLY ITEMIZED RATES

	Flight Instruction Dual Robinson R-22
	$245

	Solo Robinson R-22
	$220

	Simulator*  
	$85

	Flight Instruction Advanced R-22
	$265

	External Load Training R-44
	$475

	Ground Instruction
	$35

	Ground Instruction Advanced
	$40

	FAA Medical Examination
	$105

	FAA Computer Examination
	$95

	FAA Examiner Fee (Flight Test)
	$400

	Robinson R44
	$475

	Cessna 172N  Solo
	$130


Mauna Loa Helicopters reserves the right to adjust tuition and other charges at any time.  Immediate notification will be provided in the event of any increase in rates.

Admission Procedures 

Mauna Loa Helicopters has an open enrollment policy.  However, at certain times it may be necessary for us to limit our enrollment.  We therefore work to ensure that each student who applies has the potential and motivation to successfully train and complete our program.  For admission we require the following from each applicant:

I. Completed Enrollment Application 

II. Enrollment Questionnaire

III. $150 enrollment fee

IV. A copy of FAA medical - If you are enrolling in the Private course only you will need a 3rd class medical, if applying to the Professional Pilot Program a 2nd class medical is required.  Be sure to let the examiner know you are a student.  If you are unable to obtain a medical ahead of time you may obtain it upon arrival in Hawaii, however we strongly encourage obtaining it prior to enrollment.  For a list of FAA approved doctors visit http://ame.cami.jccbi.gov 
V. Copy of a High School Diploma/GED/or college diploma/transcript. - For students applying to the Professional Pilot Program only.
VI. International students only (begin this process no less than 1 month before arrival):

A) Evidence of funds (such as a copy of your bank statement) which indicated you have 

B) sufficient money to pay for all of your training and living expenses while in the United Sates.  This is a requirement of the U.S. Immigration Service.  You will need to produce the original document a the U.S. Embassy.

C) Copy or scan of the photo page of your passport
D) Enroll with TSA and complete the background clearance and fingerprinting https://www.flightschoolcandidates.gov/fsindex.html
E) 25% deposit of estimated tuition and an additional $100 Visa fee.
F) Once we receive all listed documents we will mail your I-20 form.  The I-20 form may be processed at your nearest US Consulate or Embassy. Take along your passport and proof of funds for training and living expenses. You will then get an M-1 student visa stamped in your passport (usually good for at least one year plus any extension).
G) Pay I-901 Fee online at www.fmjfee.com (you need your I-20 for this)
*All applications will be reviewed by the administration.   Applicants will receive approval or denial by mail, please be sure to list a valid mailing address.  Approval package will include a complete Catalog. 
Enrollment Application

Name:                                                                                                             Today’s Date:______________________
Address:                                                                                            City:


State:         Zip:
 
                                                                         

Date of Birth (MM/DD/YY) ______/______/______   Tel/Fax: 







E-mail


Height: ___________ Weight: ___________  
Citizenship: 
      Place of Birth: _________________________________

	Professional Pilot Program*:

· Planning to enroll in the Professional Pilot Program which includes: Private, Commercial, Instrument, Certified Flight Instructor and Certified Flight Instrument Instructor.

	Individual Course(s) requested:

· Private

· Instrument

· Commercial

· Certified Flight Instructor

· Instrument Flight Instructor

· Airline Transport Pilot

· Add on ratings, please fill out the line below



*Copy of High School Diploma or equivalent must be attached.
Ratings held:                                                                                           Flight Time:  __________________________
Course starting date requested: ______/______/______    

Location of training (circle one):   
KOA Big Island  

 HNL Oahu 
         LIH Kauai 

Please submit the application by email, fax, or post.  The $150 enrollment fee is due at the time of acceptance into the course and can be paid by credit card or check.  Receipt of this fee will guarantee you a training slot at the time discussed with an Administrator at Mauna Loa Helicopters.

Method of payment:      Check  

      Credit Card 













     Visa, MC or Discover                   Name on card                          Number


Expiration

It would be our pleasure to greet you upon arrival at the airport. Please provide arrival information below.

Arrival Date: __________ Airline: ____________________ Flight #: _________ Arrival Time___________
Administration Use Only:
	Admission Approved / Denied      Administrator: __________________________  Date: ___________________
Reason for Denial: _____________________________________________________________________________

                 


Enrollment Questionnaire 

Please complete this Enrollment Questionnaire and submit with the completed Enrollment Application.  Please attach another page if you need more space.

Name: 













Weight Restrictions

As a pilot your weight is very important.  Because each aircraft has a limited weight capacity, in smaller aircraft like the Robinson 22, if the pilot or student weighs close to the maximum weight per seat (240 lbs) the amount of fuel you can carry is limited which limits flight times.  As an instructor it is important to the company that you are 200 lbs or less to be able to fly with students of all sizes.  

Please tell us your weight in lbs. 










If you weigh over 200 lbs do you feel confident that you could healthily reach 200 lbs by graduation? 














Flexibility
Most students who wish to become a professional helicopter pilot will, upon graduation, work as an instructor either with Mauna Loa Helicopters or another flight school, until they have reached 1000 hours PIC.  This may take 1-2 years, at which point it is time to find a job within the industry.  Most pilots will find their first job either in the Gulf of Mexico flying transport to the oil rigs or in Alaska flying tours.  Because of this it is important to understand that your life may be transient for several years until you are experienced enough to seek out the jobs in the areas you may wish to live.  Good news is that most jobs in the Gulf are 1-2 weeks on and 1-2 weeks off, and the jobs in Alaska are seasonal for summer only; so it is possible to live elsewhere and commute.  *A note about foreign students: Foreign student wishing to become professional pilots face a few challenges as their careers begin.  Mauna Loa Helicopters is authorized to issue the I-20 forms to foreign students to obtain M-1 student visas.  The M-1 visa allows you to attend school with Mauna Loa Helicopters and to work as an instructor at Mauna Loa Helicopters.  It does not allow you to work for any other company.  While we try to hire as many of our graduates as possible if we are unable to hire a foreign student they must find another option to work in the US.  In addition, most foreign instructors will work in other parts of the world after instruction.  

Are you willing and able to relocate yourself and/or your family to Hawaii and then be flexible to move for several years after graduation if jobs require? 




















If you will be taking out a loan to pay for training, are you confident you will be able to repay that loan? 













Are you prepared to work for a year or more as an instructor? 


















A Little Bit About You …
Do you suffer from motion sickness? 









Do you have a fear of heights? 










What first sparked your interest in aviation? 



































Do you have any aviation experience? 


































What are your long term goals as a helicopter pilot? 


































Do you feel you could excel in a self motivated program? 

































Do you feel confident in your study habits and ability to comprehend and retain information pertaining to mechanical systems, weather, aerodynamics, regulations, and instructional methods? 



















































Please explain why you believe you can achieve the high standards necessary to become a professional helicopter pilot. 
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